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Business Registration in 
Hong Kong: BRC, BRN, UBI

What Business is Subject to Registration in 
Hong Kong?

Commercial Activities:

Any form of trade, commerce, craftsmanship, or 
profession, whether a physical store or an online 
platform, if it is aimed at generating profit

Clubs:

Organizations providing members with services and 
facilities for socializing or leisure

Companies:

All companies registered in Hong Kong under the 
Companies Ordinance and foreign companies that 
have established a branch in Hong Kong, even if they 
are not actively conducting business

Investment Funds:

Open-ended fund companies registered or re-
domiciled in Hong Kong under the Securities and 
Futures Ordinance, regardless of commercial activity

Foreign Representations:

Foreign companies with a representative office or 
office in Hong Kong, as well as those leasing property 
in Hong Kong

Limited Partnership Funds:

Registered under the relevant ordinance, regardless 
of actual activity



Example of Business Registration Certificate 
(BRC)



Types of Certificates for  
a Hong Kong Company

Business Registration Certificate
Confirms business registration with the tax authority. 
Issued by the Inland Revenue Department of Hong 
Kong

Certificate of Incorporation
Confirms the creation of a legal entity. Issued by the 
Companies Registry of Hong Kong

If the business is subject to specialized regulation (e.g., banks, 
financial organizations, insurance companies, trading in precious 
metals, transportation of hazardous goods, etc.), it is necessary to 
obtain permission from the relevant regulator in addition to the 
Business Registration Certificate



Example of Notification Letter from the 
Register of Companies
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